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---------

\(~---
Rep: General"personally endorsed a candidate for the Republican Presidency 

Carid ida c y, do you have an endorsement, sir, for the Vice-Presidenti-al 

candide. te? 

D:DE: Well, not at this moment. In fact that's normally the selection 

of the Presidential nominee working with the National 'Committee and they 

make 2. selection. 

Rep: General, in the light of your endorsement of Mr. Nixon, what advise 

would you give to Governor Rockefeller? e-, 

D::)E: 011., none. He hasn't asked me for any. I must say this, that last Spring 

b e fo r e my illness --I don't know just what time it was--a month or so, I had 

the OCC2. sion to ta Ik either pe r s onal ly or over the phone with every prominent 

Repub l i ca.n leader or potential candidate in my Pa r ty , And evei"y one of them 

made th e same to me and to themselves, the same pledge that I have just 

s ta t e d, whoever the nominee may be, I shall support him. 

---------_..• 
General, do you think tha t in a sense your statement will close off or 

lock in the nomination for Mr. Nixon? 

No I don't. Personally I dont, I dont think that my own personal 

erido r s errient is a decisive thing, but I am, frankly--many people have mistakenly 

:'::ought that I had never liked or supported or really believed in Nixon. This 

is a rra re misapprehension. Speaking out at this. time I just want the country 

to know that I have admired and respected this man and liked the man for ever 

s i r.c e I met h i rn back in 1952 . .... 
Rep: Does th e family connected have any influence on you? 
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DDE: Well, I think they tried to.
 

Rep: General, you mention particularly the problem of racial equality.
 

Could you elaborate on that--do you think that is the dominate issue?
 

DD:2: Do you think what? 

Rep: That that is the dominate issue. 

DDE: Oh no, I don't think it's the dominate issue, but it's one of the very 

g r ea t ones. We have the issue today of world population explosion, and it's 

on e of the greatest things that's facing us all. Then we have.. world peace, 

the uneasiness i:1. the Mid-East, the war in Vietnam, and constant difficulty 

and scrimmaging around Korea. Here we have a man that's traveled so 

m uch and he has such a concern for people that I believe that he believes that 

the rights and the opportunities of the lowest of our citizens should be exactly 

those of the highest and most intellectual. It's simply just, what can a man 

do, and then give him the opportunity. And I'm really sure that he's 

a t r u e humanitarian. 

Rep: When did you last speak with him? 

DDE: What's that? 

Rep: When did you last speak to him? 

DDE: A few days ago . 
.. 

Rep: Did you tell him at the time that you were going to endorse him?
 

DDE: I told him that I was--not exactly at this time. But he knows that
 

I'r.-'. in his corner.
 

Rep: How are you feeling, General?
 

::)D~: Oh, I'm feeling great again. It's ah, w eIL. I'm slowly regaining
 

some strength. I had this second he art attack, right on top of another one,
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and it was difficult--I became, I think, quite weakened but anyway my 

doctors say I'm doing as well as can be expected. I want .to thank you all 

for coming out.. You've been very kind, and I hope that nothing I have said 

will hurt anybody's feelings, particularly.. 

Rep: Thank you General. 

'------ -- ---------------
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